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Press Release | For immediate release

African Water Facility promotes multiple use water services to increase access to water of rural and peri-urban
communities in South Africa

Tunis, Tunisia, August 20, 2014 — The African Water Facility (AWF) offered on August 20, 2014 a €1.3 million grant to the
Water Research Commission of the Republic of South Africa to improve water delivery services, an initiative that will be
supported and driven by the beneficiary communities of Limpopo province. Over 20,000 people are expected to get improved
access to water for domestic and agriculture purposes, among others.

The project proposes to implement the holistic Multiple Use Services (MUS) approach to overcome water challenges faced by
many South African households. Most rural and peri-urban communities in South Africa rely on ill-suited, single-use water
services to sustain a variety of activities such as small-scale agriculture, household chores and cooking.

On the contrary, the MUS is a low-cost water service approach proposing systems that take into account people’s multiple
water needs as a starting point of planning, which leads to designs that can provide water services for a variety of uses all at
once.

“The unreliability and unpredictability of access to water in Limpopo province, which is aggravated by climate change and
population growth, poses tremendous water challenges to the most vulnerable communities,” explained Akissa Bahri,
Coordinator of the African Water Facility. “This project will not only bring much needed multiple-use water services for rural
and peri-urban communities in the region, but create local knowledge of the MUS approach and of best practices in providing
water services in line with the principles of Integrated Water Resources Management.”

The infrastructure to be built will include wells and boreholes, rainwater harvesting structures and water treatment
technologies and will be used to demonstrate, establish local evidence of the value of the multi-use approach, and develop
models for future up-scaling throughout South Africa.

In addition, the project is expected to strengthen capacities for water planning and development within communities, local
governments and other stakeholders in the region.

The estimated total cost of the project is €1.7 million, of which the AWF will finance € 1.3 million (77%). A part of the AWF
support will go into disseminating knowledge on MUS approaches and in supporting resources mobilization activities to
attract downstream investments through the preparation of development plans. The AWF will also support activities meant to
raise awareness, and for research and study.
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P Photo: Using domestic water supply for small-scale irrigation in Limpopo province, South Africa. Photo taken by Barbara
Van Koppen, from International Water Management Institute- South Africa (IWMI)

P About the AWF What we do | Grants | About AWF | Press room | Blog: Water Reflections

P Stay connected: www.facebook.com/africanwaterfaclity | www.twitter.com/AWFbroadcast |
http://www.linkedin.com/

About the African Water Facility (AWF): The AWF is an initiative of the African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW), hosted and administered by the
African Development Bank (AfDB). The AWF was established 2004 as a Special Water Fund to help African countries achieve the objectives of the Africa
Water Vision 2025 through the mobilsation of resources, the promotion of water knowledge and the enhancement water governance. Since 2006, the AWF
has funded 91 national and regional projects across 51 countries, including in Africa's most vulnerable states. It has mobilized more than €937 million as a
result of its project preparation activities, which constitute 70 percent of its portfolio. On average, each €1 contributed by the AWF has attracted €30 in
additional follow-up investments.

The AWF is funded by Algeria, Australia, Austria, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Burkina Faso, Canada, Denmark, the European Commission,
France, Norway, Senegal, Spain, Sweden, the United Kingdom, and the African Development Bank. The AWF is governed by a Governing Council
representing its 15 donors, UN-Water Africa, the AU via NEPAD, AMCOW and the AfDB.
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